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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Healthy Babies Initiative Winners Announced: 
Empowering City Leaders to Improve Children’s Health and Reduce Disparities

Healthy Babies Bright Futures (HBBF) and the Mayors Innovation Project are thrilled to announce the winners of their joint grant program. The program aims to empower city leaders to improve children’s health and reduce health disparities in communities, in particular by supporting efforts that decrease neurotoxic exposures.  

Cities submitted proposals to leverage this grant with local funding to support systematic change, responding specifically to needs heightened by the COVID-19 pandemic.  From a strong pool of cities ranging from 7,000 to 1.7 million in population, 10 winners were selected to receive not only grants, but also technical assistance and an opportunity to present at a future Mayors Innovation Project meeting.

$10,000 Award Winners:
Champaign IL will increase delivery of local and organic produce, medical care and pre/post-natal resources via a Mobile Fresh Market.
Lynn MA will bolster its Central Square Farmers' Market with home delivery, expanded hours and use of SNAP/HIP benefits.
Phoenix AZ will implement green infrastructure to reduce exposures to traffic-related air pollutants at a childcare center and K-8 school in South Phoenix. 
$5,000 Award Winners:

Anchorage AK will scale up an effort to provide phthalate and flame-retardant free nap mats and training about reducing toxic exposures to childcare providers.
Norman OK will implement a “community access pop-up spot” mobile program to connect families to services supporting maternal and infant health.
Salem MA will utilize vacant municipal land for cultivation of organic produce and mobile delivery.
Salt Lake City UT will convene residents from a city food desert to engage in collaborative decision making to improve healthy food access.
San Francisco CA will distribute flame retardant-free nap mats to childcare providers and deliver workshops for providers about flame retardant chemicals, lead prevention and safer cleaning and disinfection.
Scranton PA will use non-toxic cleaning products to clean playgrounds used by childcare centers and families designed to be a catalyst for larger park revitalization.
Wilkinsburg PA will create a “Best Babies Zone” to streamline health and community support services through the creation of a digital public education campaign. 

“Our city seeks to assess and revitalize our city parks,” said Mayor Paige Gebhardt-Cognetti of Scranton PA. “We believe that a program that provides attention to public health and physical well-being of our children will provide both the necessary tools to make playgrounds safe during the COVID-19 pandemic and create a path to a less toxic future safer for children’s health.” 

“Response to COVID-19 required significant behavioral changes and adaptations and many will continue to have an influence in the future,” said Kyra Naumoff Shields, HBBF’s Bright Cities Program Director. “It helps us see that — particularly in a time of crisis — people can change their behavior for a positive community impact. The grant recipients’ planned work will dramatically improve the health of the babies in their cities.” 

One in six children in America has a developmental disability, and one in 45 have been diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Research indicates that early life exposures to neurotoxic chemicals from drinking water, food, air, soil and consumer products — can contribute to autism, IQ loss, learning or behavioral problems, attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and speech or cognitive delays. 

“City leaders can dramatically impact children’s health, in particular children of color, who are most adversely impacted by these environmental harms. By addressing the social and physical determinants of health through access to healthy foods, lead abatement, and more, city leaders can play a major role in addressing children’s health disparities,” said Katya Spear, Co-Managing Director of the Mayors Innovation Project. “We are excited to support these projects and the opportunity to promote them as best practices for cities across the country.”

This work is made possible thanks to the generous support from the JPB Foundation (jpbfoundation.org).

The Mayors Innovation Project (mayorsinnovation.org) is a national learning network for mayors committed to shared prosperity, environmental sustainability, and efficient democratic government. Around the country, mayors are taking the lead on pressing issues. The Mayors Innovation Project supports mayors by providing cutting-edge thinking and concrete examples that mayors can implement. We provide clear, useful information on policies and programs for mayors and create high-quality peer learning experiences for local leaders. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Healthy Babies Bright Futures (HBBF, hbbf.org) is an alliance of scientists, nonprofit organizations and donors working to create and support initiatives that measurably reduce exposures to neurotoxic chemicals in the first one thousand days of development. Our efforts are inspired and supported by science and data, and designed to help restore the chance for a full life to children who would otherwise face brain-diminishing exposures to toxic chemicals beginning in utero. 
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